

















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Encounters Between Japanese and Western Music in the “Kirishitan Age”
Megumi Kanaya*，Kohji Ueda**
︿Abstract﹀
　　Both the Christianity (Catholic) which was brought over to Japan by Xavier’s visit in 1549 and 
the devotees of the faith have been called “kirishitan”, and the period from the propagation of the 
faith to its prohibition is referred to as the “Kirishitan Age”. At the end of the Muromachi Era the 
European missionaries who came over to Japan, a country where the people believed in Shintoism 
and Buddhism, began to disseminate Christianity and set up divinity schools. Christianity and its 
associated “kirishitan music” were diffused. The result was concretely shown by the boy envoys 
who were dispatched to Europe in the Tenshou period. In this paper, the authors examine Japanese 
music before the arrival of Christianity and the Western music which was brought over during the 
“Kirishitan Age”, and discuss both the Westerners and the Japanese view of music, and the theory 
of music as stated by Migeru Chijiwa, one of the boy envoys. Following this, a variety of research 
and studies of the “kirishitan music” which were begun in the 1930s are introduced, as well as the 
martyrdom of the music which was thought to have been compelled by the ordinance of the Ban 
on Christianity. Finally, the authors discuss their research into the influence of the Western music 
introduced during the “Kirishitan Age” on Japanese music. 
Keywords: kirishitan, the Muromachi era, Western music, Japanese music, the Ban of kirishitan
キリシタン時代の日本の音楽と西洋音楽
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